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It's August and the kids are heading back to
school! As you settle into your routines, don't
forget to click here to check out MFRF's Operation
Back to School program which helps eligible
families purchase school supplies. But summer
isn't quite over so come see us at the State Fair
Aug. 12 to 14 and Aug. 19. We also wish the Coast
Guard a very happy 232nd birthday! Established
in 1790, the U.S.C.G. is one of the oldest
organizations in the Federal government - even
older than the Navy. IDVA remains committed to
making Indiana the best place for all Indiana
Veterans to Live, Work and Thrive! We welcome
contributions and feedback to
outreach@dva.in.gov. Blog: Indiana Vet View
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https://www.in.gov/dva/newsroom/the-indiana-vet-view/
https://www.in.gov/dva/about-idva/links/military-family-relief-fund/operation-back-to-school/
mailto:outreach@dva.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/dva/newsroom/the-indiana-vet-view/
https://veteran.com/korean-war-veterans-armistice/
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Info:
317-549-5900
Jill@WHVV.org  

https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MTEwNjA1
https://www.in.gov/dva/newsroom/the-indiana-vet-view/
mailto:Info@WHVV.org


Celebrating 16 years of

restored Huey history
by Kirsten Clark

PERU, Ind. – American Huey 369, in association with the National American Huey History Museum, will celebrate
16 years of restored Huey flight at the annual Gathering of Veterans and Patriots on August 13-14 at what will
become the site of the new Huey museum in Bunker Hill, Ind. 

The weekend is set aside to recognize and honor all veterans who have an interest in the American Huey
helicopter and the missions it carried out during the Vietnam War. 

“Everyone is invited, including those patriots who may not have served, but always supported our troops. Come
spend the day with our veterans and the Huey that we depended on,” said John Walker, member and Huey
advocate. “It’s not just about Vietnam, it’s about the passionate, life-saving capability of this helicopter.”



This year, the organization celebrates its 16th flying season since the

first Huey was restored and flown by the organization, and its 18th
year in efforts to preserve, educate and pay tribute to all veterans.

 

“The Vietnam War was considered a helicopter war because of the
Huey. Nearly 7,013 Hueys were delivered to serve in Vietnam; there

would’ve been 100 times more people killed during those years
without it,” Walker said. “The Army maintained the largest number of
Hueys, at $30 million per aircraft. They still fly today in the U.S. and

all over the world.”



American Huey 369’s primary mission is preserving the iconic
helicopter, known to many veterans, but especially to Vietnam
veterans. During the Vietnam War, the helicopter allowed for
the quick evacuation of the wounded from areas of battle. 

“Most troops had a 98 percent chance of survival if picked up
and transported back to a surgical area by Huey in a medivac
(Dust—Off) effort,” said Walker. 

The Huey was also instrumental in transporting troops in and
out of areas of responsibility, resupply, mail, and utility. Some
were also gunships which participated in the fighting. 



Dan Aavang and John Walker restore the Huey to the
skies. (Americanhuey369.com)

The Army UH-1H #70-16369 exiting the hangar.
(Americanhuey369.com)

The Army UH-1H #63-08803 flies again.
(Americanhuey369.com)



“On Saturday, guests will have an opportunity to see a fly-over during the playing of the National Anthem,
see progress on the new 34,000-square foot Huey museum currently under construction, participate in a
benefit auction and enjoy a catered lunch from Wild Bills BBQ,” said Walker. “On Sunday, we will hold a
morning service, and the lunch and re-enactment will also take place.”

 With more than 200 core member volunteers, American Huey 369 is member-owned and member-driven.
Entry to the Gathering is a $10 donation to the Museum. Funds will support the construction project and
continued preservation of the Huey.

“Restoring and flying the Hueys is who we are, but history depends on this and so we devote our time and
passion to it,” Walker said. “The 369 wasn’t even supposed to fly again and we brought it back because it’s
important for future generations to know its history and contributions.” 

“But the Huey is also a catalyst for Vietnam veterans to heal,” he said. “When they hear that two-bladed,
‘whomp, whomp!’ again, it can bring a tear to their eye.”

Veterans and patriots can learn more about the Gathering event by clicking here.
  

American Huey 369 has three restored Bell helicopters available
for guests to see during the Gathering event. The Army UH-1H
#70-16369, the Army UH-1H #63-08803 and the gunship, Army
UH-1B 64-14049. The helicopters will perform a fully-narrated

downed pilot rescue re-enactment (air/ground) on both days of
the gathering. The performance is narrated by combat Vietnam

veteran and Dust-Off pilot Phil Marshall (a Purple Heart
recipient) with the Wolf Hounds Living History Group, Black

Lions, and combat Vietnam veteran pilot Peter Bales and his
OH-6 Loach also participating. The re-enactment begins at

approximately 1 p.m. both days.



Aerial view of the site of the new museum. (Americanhuey369.com)

Preparing to fly the 049 Gunship.
(Americanhuey369.com)

https://www.facebook.com/events/574557440747970?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5d%7D


Look for the IDVA tent in

front of the AG building on

Main Street!

State Fair 2022 Schedule

7/29 7/30 7/31

8/12 8/13 8/14

8/19

9 a.m. - 9 p.m.



 We are a Christ-centered organization with a living

faith in Jesus Christ.

 We welcome and work with all persons.

 We treat each person with the individual grace,

compassion, and dignity consonant with our calling

from God.

 We assist each person we serve toward self-

sufficiency, well-being, and participation in the

community.

 We are good stewards of the resources entrusted to

us.

 We conduct ourselves honestly, ethically and with

integrity.

Programs include, but are not limited to: 

Food Pantry Services, Prevention of Eviction and the

Disconnection of Utilities, Various Emergency

Services, Family Services such as holiday assistance,

back to school and more, volunteer engagement

(RSVP) & recruiting, youth development and more.




GVS GVS SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

https://www.facebook.com/HopeSouthernIndiana/?ref=page_internal
https://hopesi.org/





VETERAN COMMUNITY EVENTS







The Battlemind to Home Summit brings

together a variety of experts each year

to inform and educate Indiana

professionals on the critical issues facing

military-connected families in Indiana’s

communities.



 Our goal for this conference is to help

reduce reintegration barriers for

veterans, service members and their

families. We work to educate attendees on

the challenges military-connected families

face, and the opportunities and strengths

they bring to our communities.




Leon's
Heroes 
Obstacle Course Race at Indiana

Dunes National Park

Sept. 11

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

West Beach at Indiana Dunes National Park

376 North County Line Road, Gary, IN 46403




https://www.mfri.purdue.edu/battlemind/registration/


Sept. 12

11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Plum Creek Golf Course

12401 Lynnwood Blvd.

Carmel, IN 46033

 IDVA Events Calendar: Click Here

https://www.facebook.com/phelpsptsdoutreachmashministries/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/
https://events.in.gov/dva/


Punch For
Veterans Boxing
Clinic 

Writing In Peace, offers veterans a
monthly opportunity to engage in a
4-hour writing workshop in the
company of other military veterans.
A collection of their work is
presented annually at Vonnegut
Fest, our celebration of Kurt’s
Birthday, Veterans Day, and
Armistice Day. Learn More Here

Saturdays 9 to 10 a.m.

Veteran
Events All

2022



https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-0435d3d023785393&q=1&e=662434cc-b387-49b3-a478-79d5c7c15aa3&u=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.vonnegutlibrary.org%2F__%3B%21%21AqUccmB9Oakh%21lLOIur1-Ju8GOfPC8YRAmJfqM51Jm0ERWhnV2WQ0X0_3--hK1BxjCO_Q-jpfchHVZZbtnw%24
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-0435d3d023785393&q=1&e=662434cc-b387-49b3-a478-79d5c7c15aa3&u=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.vonnegutlibrary.org%2F__%3B%21%21AqUccmB9Oakh%21lLOIur1-Ju8GOfPC8YRAmJfqM51Jm0ERWhnV2WQ0X0_3--hK1BxjCO_Q-jpfchHVZZbtnw%24
https://www.vonnegutlibrary.org/


Check out IVH's
Facebook for more

photos and videos! 



in.gov/dva

A place of honor for those who served

Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery

Military Discharge:

Veterans separated under
conditions other than
Dishonorable are eligible for
burial.

National Guard & Reservist:

Must have been eligible for
retirement pay at time of death.




Active Duty Death:

Service members who die on
active duty, in the line of duty.




Surviving Spouse:

The surviving spouse of an
eligible veteran can be buried
at the IVMC.




The Child of a Veteran:

Child must be under age 21 or
permanent dependent of the
veteran.

E L I G I B I L I T Y
F O R  B U R I A L

Types of Burials:
Casket Burial "Vault"
In-ground Cremation
Columbarium
Scatter Garden

Opening & closing of the

Outer burial container
Monument
Use of chapel

     burial plot

ELIGIBLE VETERANS
AND SPOUSES

No Cost For:

Certificate can be requested by the
family or funeral home
Request form and application process:

https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans
Completed forms faxed to:

IVMC (812) 273-9221 

INDIANA GOVERNOR'S
MEMORIAL CERTIFICATE

Visit Our Website for
additional information 

Upcoming Events:




https://www.facebook.com/indvetshome
https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans-memorial-cemetery/
https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans-memorial-cemetery/


L E T S
C O N N E C T

Socially 

SHARE
LIKE  &

https://twitter.com/InVetAffairs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indiana-department-of-veterans-affairs
https://www.instagram.com/in_dva/
https://www.facebook.com/indiana.veterans/

