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WELCOME!

BY JOE DEVITO

This month we bring awareness and education to
the accomplishments of America's black veterans
who overcame obstacles and achieved greatness
with significant contributions to the medical
services throughout our military history from the
Civil War to present day. Check out a few of their
stories on page 3. It's also a good time to check in

with your County Veteran Service Officer this
month and make sure you are receiving all the
benefits and services available to you. IDVA
remains committed to making Indiana the best
place for all Indiana Veterans to Live, Work and
Thrive! We welcome contributions and feedback to
outreachedva.in.gov.
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PATHWAY THROUGH TIME

Blnick thstony

Courtesy of Health.mil 1863

Alexander T. Augusta is among 13 known African Americans that served as
surgeons during the American Civil War. A native Virginian, Augusta
traveled to Canada to study medicine and achieve his degree.

Following his request to President Lincoln, Dr. Alexander Augusta was the

first commissioned medical officer in the Union Army. Augusta wo 1at&
become the first Black surgeon to lead a hospital in the U.S,, leading the
contraband camp in Washington, D.C. from May through Ogfober 1863.
Augusta was also the first African American to serve on the faculty of a
medical school in the United States, serving, at the time,\e newly
established medical department of Howard University in 1868.

Read more: https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2014/04/04/a-civil-war-
surqeons-books-rediscov#ed/

1895 __ — 7

In 1895, Derbert Boyd co-founded the National Medical Association (NMA),
which re;;iesents U.S. African American doctors and medical professionals. Jim

Crow lawglwere a major obstacle for Black physicians at the time. Even the

American Medical Association barred Black doctors from becoming members.
Boyd, whlserved as the first NMA president, established the NMA to make
sure that™Black physicians had a voice in shaping medical policy and
develyng clinical expertise.

Read more:
. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2617285/pdf/jnma00613-

ayy e \
In 1906, Adah Belle Thoms was named assistan§superintendent of nurses at Lincoln

Hospital in New York. While she would spend the nex®18 years acting as director, her race
precluded her from being given the title, according\t-lo the National Museum of African &

American History & Culture. Thoms cofounded ghe National Association of Colored
Graduate Nurses and served as the organization’s president from 1916 to 1923, and later
successfully lobbied for Black nurses to serve in the Ame‘can Red Cross Nursing and Army / -
Nurse Corps durin&WWI.

Thoms published the first chronicle of the history of black r&lses in Americ(with her boQk

“Pathfinders: A History of the Progress of Colored GraduaNurA" She was one the
original inductees to the American Nurses Association Hall of Fame in 1976\ ’



https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2014/04/04/a-civil-war-surgeons-books-rediscovered/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2617285/pdf/jnma00613-0075.pdf
https://www.health.mil/About-MHS/Military-Medical-History/African-American-History-Month

1941

In 1941, Major Della Hayden Raney (Jackson) became the first Black nurse
to be commissioned in the U.S. Army.

After the war, she was assigned to head the nursing staff at the station
hospital at Camp Beale, California. In 1946, she was promoted to major and
served a tour of dl? in |apan.wjor Raney Jackson retired in 1978.

DELLA H. RANEY Kearn more abouyt her story: \
First Liswhenant
tps://www.w, mensh:storv.org/art1iles/afrlcan-amencan-nurses-

Chiaf Nurse

wo -war-ii.
\ T

Brigadier General Hazel Johnson-Brown enlisted in the military in 1955, just seven
years after President Harry S. Truman moved to integrate the United States Armed
Forces and abolish discrimination.

As she continued to advance her education, she was named director of the Walter
Reed Army Institute of Nursing and was named Army Nurse of the Year two times.
In 1979, she was nominated as the 16th chief of the Army Nurse Corps and
promoted to brigadier general, becoming the first African American woman to

earn the rank. Following her retirement, she entered academia, serving as a
professor of nursing at Georgetown University and George Mason University. I 1980

Brigadier General Guthrie Turnerl‘. was the first African
American to achieve the rank yeneral officer in the
ArWeH Caiips angdgdae first African American to
ommand an Army hospital - serving as Madigan Army
Medical Center's commanding general from 1980 to 1983.

After his retirement from the military, Dr. Turner
entered a second career as the Medicaid Director of the
Xedicaid Assistance Administration of the Department of
Sdcial and Human Services for the State of Washington. A
m@n who believed in service, Dr. Turner donated his time
témany organizations such as Shaw University, the
%nciscan Health Network, the National Medical
Association, the Madigan Foundation Board, the Tacoma
Urba\League, and Oberlin Congregational Church.

2018 \

Army Col. Audra L. Taylor served as the Division Chief of the Defegse Health
Agency’s Armed Services Blood Program. Her leadership was inst?&‘nental in
achieving the Department of Defense’s goal to acquire more than 10,0§§units

of COVID-19 Convalescent Plasma by Sept. 30, 2020, surpassing the gofset by
then Secretary of Defense Mark Espag,

Taylor is retired from the military and joined the executive team at South
Texas Blood and Tissue as the Executive Director for Blood Operations.

*The information for this article was obtained from Health.mil. Read more here.



https://www.womenshistory.org/articles/african-american-nurses-world-war-ii
https://www.health.mil/About-MHS/Military-Medical-History/African-American-History-Month
https://www.health.mil/About-MHS/Military-Medical-History/African-American-History-Month

LOCATE YOUR COUNTY
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE

CVSO SPOTLIGHT

CHRIS SNELL
BROWN COUNTY

HOWARD

This Veteran Service office offers e| o
assistance in the following: A [ [

HENRY

RUSH

Mz JOHNSON

e Obtaining your DD-214 military
discharge

 Filing claims for service connected or
non-service connected disabilities

o Education benefits

e Low Income Pension Benefits

o Survivor Benefits

e VA Medical Care

e Home Loan Guarantee

o G.I. Bill Benefits

o Vocational Rehabilitation

o Burial Benefits

o Property Tax Abatement L EARN M o RE

o Remission of Fees for Children of
Disabled Veterans

o Motor Vehicle License Plates

o Peddlers, Vendors License
e Resident Veteran Hunting & Fishing

GREENE

902 Deer Run Lane

Nashville, IN 47448

JEEmes Phone: (812) 988-5600
» Golden Hoosier Passport Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

snellc@browncounty-in.us


https://www.in.gov/dva/locate-your-cvso/brown-county/

il

GVS
Spotlight On

ofife FAMILY SERVICE ASSOCIATION
FsA of Howard County, Inc

Family. That's the first word in the name of our organization, Family Service Association, and it's what we're all about.

We're an umbrella agency that provides a variety of programs, from teaching new parents proper childcare skills to

providing housing for homeless veterans, from providing shelter for abused women, men and children to preventing child

abuse in the first place. Sooner or later, every family goes through a stormy time. We're here to build strong families so

they'll be able to cope with the storms of life. When the dark clouds roll in, don't forget your umbrella: Family Service

Association.

OUR PROGRAMS

/zas’

Child Safety Programs
Domestic Violence
Program

Healthy Families
Jackson Street Commons
Mayor's Council on
Substance Abuse
Prevention

Prevent Child Abuse
Howard County
Non-violence Education

Classes

Quegtiony?

Call (765) 457-9313
E-mail: martinot@fsahc.org

A
FSA

Our Mission

The Family Service Association (FSA) is a non-profit organization that
promotes healthy families and empowers vulnerable individuals and
families through education, prevention, and crisis intervention programs.

Our Godl
To assist individuals, couples, families, the community, and the
organizations serving them by providing:

Direct Services

To reach people who are hurting due to dysfunctional lifestyles and guide
their healing process. To reach people who are struggling with a life crisis
and help them improve their coping skills.

Education
To draw attention to the needs of families to encourage community and
public support in meeting those needs.

Prevention
To help prevent family life problems.

Consultation
To provide social work expertise to other community agencies.


https://twitter.com/FamilyService3
https://www.facebook.com/fsahc

VYF

05: Hiring Event on Ft. Wayne Air Guard Base 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Maxwell Hall 3005 W.
Ferguson Rd., Building 300 Ft. Wayne, 46809

08: PACT Act Awareness Open House 5to 8 p.m. VFW Post 1114 110 N. Wabash Ave.,
Evansville, 47715

11: Gun Show at the Indiana National Guard Armory Columbus 2160 Arnold St.,
Columbus, 47203

22: PACT Act and Toxic Exposure Screening Event 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. Stout Field Armory
3912 W. Minnesota St., Indianapolis, 46241

24: \Veteran Days Family Event at Ft. Harrison Veterans Center 9450 E. 59th St.,
Indianapolis, 46216.11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

25/26: Indianapolis Gun and Knife Show 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (25th) and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(26th) Stout Field Armory 3912 W. Minnesota St., Indianapolis, 46241, hosted by
Central Indiana Gun Shows

Apply Today for a 2023 HIRE Vets
Medallion Award!

Did you know that employers of all sizes can receive an award from the U.S. Department of Labor for
their efforts to recruit, employ and retain America’s veterans?

The 2023 HIRE Vets Medallion Award Program is now accepting applications! Learn more and apply
online at HIREVets.gov.

The award highlights companies and organizations committed to hiring and retaining America’s
veterans in good, family-sustaining careers
The HIRE Vets Medallion Award is the only federal-level veterans’ employment award that
recognizes employers
J The application deadline is April 30,2023
Award recipients will receive a certificate and digital images of the medallion for use as part of
their marketing and promotional activities

For more information, visit HIREVets.gov.


https://www.hirevets.gov/?utm_campaign=hvmp_20230131_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.hirevets.gov/

MilTax

FREE TAX SERVICES

MILITARY
ONESOURCE

Free tax services made for the MilLife.

When it's time to tackle your taxes, turn to MilTax for free e-filing software and

personalized consultant support.

Made for the Military

Tax prep and e-filing software from MilTax is built
to address scenarios like deployments, combat
pay, multiple moves and more to help you account
for the credits and benefits you've earned.

Your Taxes on Your Time

Prep and e-file anytime, from anywhere, at your
pace. Save your progress and come back when
you have time. If you have questions along the
way, we're on call to help.

Expert Help at Hand

Call Military OneSource anytime, 24/7 to
schedule an appointment. Our tax consultants
are experts in military taxes, so they know what
you need to file and how to save you money.

No Hidden Fees Plus

Calculations You Can Count On

MilTax is 100% free from the Department of
Defense. There are no fees for any service member
at any point in the filing process. Plus, software
calculations are backed by the provider’s 100%
accuracy and maximum refund guarantee.

Eligible service members and families can access MilTax anytime.
Go to MilitaryOneSource.mil and search “MilTax" to begin.

'E MilTax is a benefit provided by the Department of Defense
4 exclusively for eligible service members and family members
through Military OneSource.
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PUNCH FOR J
VETERANS BOXING

CLINIC \
SATURDAYS 9 TO 10 AM. r\mim.ed

b

f

ypchiFoR
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NCH FOR VETERANS
BOXING CLINICS

rans or civillians with a disability

Starting June 4th
Saturdays
9:00 AM -10:00 AM

. Fitness Clinic of Indy
- 2160 W 86th St., Suite 101
i. ~ Indianapolis, IN 46260

$5 Per class
for disabled veterans

4

SCAN HERE

Vonnegut ,

MUSEUM # LIBRARY I VESSLI IN MOVE
MM UnIteED

MEMBER

Writing In Peace, offers veterans a
monthly opportunity to engage in a
4-hour writing workshop in the

company of other military veterans.

Veterans Helping Veterans

A collection of their work is

presented annually at Vonnegut FREE VETERANS FOOD PANTRY
Fest, our celebration of Kurt's

Birthday, Veterans Day, and 4th Tuesday of Each Month
Armistice Day. Learn More Here. From 0900 to-1200

At the Richmond Community Based
Outpatient Clinic (CBOC)

For Questions Please Call (765) 983-2183

GW

TOYOTA

HELPING VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES



https://www.facebook.com/punchforveterans/?ref=page_internal
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-0435d3d023785393&q=1&e=662434cc-b387-49b3-a478-79d5c7c15aa3&u=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.vonnegutlibrary.org%2F__%3B%21%21AqUccmB9Oakh%21lLOIur1-Ju8GOfPC8YRAmJfqM51Jm0ERWhnV2WQ0X0_3--hK1BxjCO_Q-jpfchHVZZbtnw%24
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-0435d3d023785393&q=1&e=662434cc-b387-49b3-a478-79d5c7c15aa3&u=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.vonnegutlibrary.org%2F__%3B%21%21AqUccmB9Oakh%21lLOIur1-Ju8GOfPC8YRAmJfqM51Jm0ERWhnV2WQ0X0_3--hK1BxjCO_Q-jpfchHVZZbtnw%24
https://www.vonnegutlibrary.org/
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"‘ ol eligible veteran can be buried
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INDIANA VETERANS HOME:NEWS

Check out IVH's

Facebook for more

Patty Chapman is our January IVH Extra Mile Star! Patfy
worksiin the Volunteer Services Department at the
Indiana'Veterans Home.

photos and videos!

“I love helping the residents and making sure they.get
the help that they need, including volunteers and cool
stuff for resident events.” - Patty Chapman

Join us in congratulating Patty for all her hard work at
IVH! Great job! You are a Star!!



https://www.facebook.com/indvetshome
https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans-memorial-cemetery/
https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans-memorial-cemetery/
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https://twitter.com/Veteransindiana
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