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One of the federal government's first attacks on slavery during the war was an "Act to Secure Freedom to
All Persons Within the Territories of the United States," passed on June 19, 1862.

Exactly three years later, Gen. Gordon Granger would sail into Galveston, Texas, to read the
Emancipation Proclamation to the people of Texas.

The day would become known as "Juneteenth" and would be celebrated as a holiday -- a second
independence day -- for former slaves.

On June 19, 1865, Granger read the words written by Abraham Lincoln in 1862. Texas was the last state in
the defeated Confederacy to hear them.

"All persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and
henceforward shall be free ... " and "the executive government of
the United States, including the military and naval authorities
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons," it
read.

According to the National Juneteenth Observance Foundation
(NJOF), that day was the first "Juneteenth" and began the oldest
nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in
the United States.

In the years that followed, it was Texas that first celebrated the
anniversary as a holiday. Since then, legislation has been passed to
recognize the day as a state holiday or observance in 46 states and
the District of Columbia.

Lincoln's executive order didn't end slavery in the United States. It
did mean that when the Union Army came rolling into a
Confederate-controlled area, the slaves in that area would be set
free.

How the US Military Helped

Create the Juneteenth

Holiday Military.com|By Blake Stilwell

Even though the Civil War brought the end of slavery in the former Confederacy, there were four "border"
states where slavery was legal but that did not secede from the Union: Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and
Missouri.

The western counties of Virginia held a convention at the onset of the war, voting to break away from
Virginia, form their own state and join the Union. The new state of West Virginia became an important
border state -- though contributing significant numbers of troops to both sides of the war -- and it was
the last admitted slave state.

The "peculiar institution" itself wouldn't technically be abolished until the passage of the 13th Amendment
on Dec. 18, 1865, ratified by the required three-quarters of states. President Lincoln signed the bill after it
was passed but would not live to see its ratification.

In 1861, the newly elected President Lincoln wasn't seeking to abolish slavery from the United States. He
did want to check the spread of slavery to new states, especially those carved from territories in the
American West.

Southerners in what would later become the Confederacy saw the writing on the wall, knowing that they
would eventually be in the minority in Congress and would soon lose the cornerstone of the Southern
economy.

Time was not on their side, and the election of Lincoln in 1860 forced the Southern states' hands. In order
to keep slavery legal, they would have to secede and form their own country.

A recruiting pamphlet from 1862. 

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/37th-congress/session-2/c37s2ch111.pdf
http://njof.mypressonline.com/
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https://www.military.com/author/blake-stilwell


Military.com|By Blake Stilwell
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VETERAN COMMUNITY EVENTS

Health & Wellness
Corner

IDVA Events Calendar: Click Here

Porter County Stand Down

June 24
4-7 p.m.

Porter County Expo Center
215 E. Division Rd.

Valparaiso, IN 46383

IRREVERENT WARRIORS SILKIES HIKE –
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

June 11 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
801 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

The hikes are between 4-10 miles, paced at 2-3
miles per hour. There are frequent stops for

fellowship and food/beverages. Rucks, weighted
vests and boots are optional.

During the Vietnam era, a "Stand Down" was

time for service members to break from

combat to attend to personal needs like eating,

bathing, or getting a haircut. Today, veterans of

all eras are welcomed to obtain resources,

benefits, and other helpful information from

35+ vendors in one, convenient location. Please

bring a copy of your DD-214, Military ID, or VA

Health Care Card to enter the event.

Silkie Hikes are for Veterans, Active
Duty, National Guard, & Reservists Only

Purchase Tickets
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https://www.facebook.com/irreverentwarriors
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July 3-8

https://www.flatrockymca.org/operation-flat-rock


Punch For
Veterans Boxing
Clinic
Saturdays 9 to 10 a.m.

Veteran
Events All

2022
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IDVA ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF
OUTING

Raised $16,376 for Pets
Healing Vets

https://www.in.gov/dva/veterans-services/pets-healing-vets/
https://www.hamiltonhumane.com/programs/pets-healing-vets
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Check out IVH's
Facebook for more

photos and videos!

Memorial Day Ceremony

MEMORIAL DAY AT
THE CEMETERY

IDVA's Outreach Director Joe
DeVito & General Counsel
Gabrielle Owens speak to a
crowd of 150 guests during a
ceremony at the Indiana
Veterans Memorial Cemetery on
Memorial Day.

https://www.facebook.com/indvetshome
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Want to know more about
your State Veteran Benefits?

Text VET to 55433

https://twitter.com/InVetAffairs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indiana-department-of-veterans-affairs
https://www.instagram.com/in_dva/
https://www.facebook.com/indiana.veterans/



