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Recreational boating impacts our 
lakes and streams 

• Spread of invasive 
species

• Accidental fuel drips and 
spills

• Improper disposal of raw 
sewage

• Marine debris

• Leached cleaning 
chemicals

• Contaminated rainwater 
run-off

• Shoreline erosion

That’s where Indiana’s Clean Marina and Clean 

Boater Programs come in!



What is the Indiana 
Clean Marina Program?

• Voluntary, 
environmental 
recognition program

• Goal: Protect marina 
basin from negative 
environmental 
impacts from boating

idem.IN.gov/cleanmarina



History of the Program
• Indiana developed its program 

in 2008 as a pilot on Lake 
Michigan and expanded 
statewide in 2015

• Strong partnerships key – DNR, 
IL-IN Sea Grant, IDEM

• Initially funded by NOAA grant

• U.S. EPA and IDEM currently 
fund the program

• 32 states have Clean Marina 
Programs – but each state may 
manage the program differently



Great Lakes Collaboration





Who should participate?

• Eligible applicants

– Marinas

– Boatyards

– Yacht clubs

• Applicants must be in 
compliance with 
applicable state and 
federal regulations



Why focus on marinas?

• Concentration of boats

• Activities/operations

– Fueling

– Boat maintenance

– Engine maintenance

– Fish cleaning

– Sewage disposal/pet 
waste

• Location 

• Design



The Nitty Gritty of the Program

• Completely voluntary

• Marinas select the best 
management practices 
(BMP) that work for 
them; earn points based 
on what they implement

• IDEM site visit to verify 
BMPs

• Annual recertification



Areas of Focus

• Marina & Boat Operation

– Solid waste (trash and 
marine debris)

– Fish waste

– Liquid materials

– Petroleum control

– Boat cleaning 

– Public education 

– Boat operation

– Exotic and nuisance 
aquatic species

• Marina Site Location 
& Design

– Stormwater run-off 

– Fueling stations

– Sewage facilities



Becoming a Clean Marina

• Applicants utilize a Clean Marina checklist

• The checklist assigns numeric point values to 
BMPs:

► 0 = Required by regulation or law

► 1 = Low direct impact in maintaining water quality

► 3 = Moderate impact in maintaining water quality

► 5 = High impact in maintaining water quality

• Applicant must obtain a minimum of 80% of the 
total applicable points to be designated an 
Indiana Clean Marina







Well-marked recycling 
bins and covered 
trash receptacles

Fishing line collection 
and recycling

Waste Disposal & Recycling BMPs

Seabin floating trash 
collection device



Spill Prevention BMPs

Absorbent pads and 
bilge socks Fuel bibs and pads



Vegetated buffersPet waste

Discourage 
feeding wildlife

Nonpoint Source BMPs



Program signage provided to marinas



Clean Marina Pledge Form

• Marinas not currently 
eligible for designation 
can still sign a pledge to 
indicate their 
commitment to 
completing BMPs for 
future designation



Assistance provided to marinas
• On-site technical 

assistance

• Guidebook

• Self assessment

• Recognition

– Press release, flag, signs, 
logo

• Free boater education 
materials

– Posters, boater tip 
sheets, etc.



Pumpout Grants (Available to All Marinas)
• Deadlines:

April 1 and October 1, annually

• Funding Opportunity:
Clean Vessel Act (CVA) grant; 
reimburses 75% of costs

• Eligible Applicants:
Public and private marinas

• Eligible Activities:

– Purchase, installation, 
operation, and maintenance of 
pumpout and dump stations

– Activities to hold or transport 
waste to wastewater treatment



Free and Confidential

Nonregulatory

Multimedia



Find a Clean Marina
IN.gov/idem/lakemichigan/2538.htm



Water quality within 
a marina is a 

reflection of the 
marina itself 

and the watershed 
as a whole.



idem.IN.gov/cleanmarina

idem.IN.gov/cleanboaters



What is the Indiana 
Clean Boater Program?

• Environmental pledge 

program

• Goal: Educate and 

encourage boaters to 

use environmentally 

friendly practices to 

protect Indiana’s 

waterways#CleanBoatersAreIN



Introducing the Program
• Expanded in 2020

• Boaters pledge to adopt and 
maintain clean boating 
practices.

• Recently IDEM and the Indiana 
BMV initiated a partnership to 
increase awareness of the 
program among registered 
boaters.

idem.IN.gov/cleanboaters



Learning the Ropes of the 
Clean Boater Program

• Completely voluntary

• BMV sends invites with 
boaters’ annual 
registrations

• Boaters take the pledge

• IDEM provides Clean 
Boating Tip Sheets, field 
test messaging/outreach 
aimed at the boating 
community



Why focus on boaters?

• Over 200,000 (and 
growing!) registered 
boats in Indiana 

• Activities/operations

– Fueling

– Boat 
cleaning/maintenance

– Potential for 
exotic/invasive species 
transport

– Waste/sewage disposal



Boat Cleaning

• Promote 
environmentally 
friendly boat 
cleaning practices

• Prevent boat 
cleaning wastewater 
from entering
waterways



Reduce, Reuse, and 
Recycle

Reusable boat covers

Recycle boat 
batteries and 
fluids



Boat Operation

• Protect shallow 
water habitat 
with “no wake” 
zones



Exotic & Nuisance Aquatic Species

• Post signs

• Distribute 
pamphlets, 
newsletters

• Social media posts



Waste Disposal

Properly dispose of 
boating trash

Clean up after pets



Clean Boater Resources



Clean Boating Social Media

idem.IN.gov/socialmedia





Find an Indiana Clean Marina
IN.gov/idem/lakemichigan/2538.htm



2020 Clean Boaters

• 103 boaters from 26 
communities  

• And 1 in Kentucky



Boaters play an integral part in 
keeping our waters clean and our 

watersheds healthy



Becoming a Clean Boater
Applicants sign up on IDEM’s webpage at 

idem.IN.gov/cleanboaters 



Questions?

Karen Teliha
317-233-5555
800-451-6027 (toll free within Indiana)
kteliha@idem.IN.gov

Michelle Caldwell (Lake Michigan Basin)
219-464-0419
800-451-6027 (toll free within Indiana)
mcaldwel@idem.IN.gov

mailto:LDockery@idem.IN.gov
mailto:mcaldwel@idem.IN.gov

